OUR AMBASSADOR KING

most revealing symptom of our times), he will be wise
to turn to the address he gave on 16 November, 1934,
as Master of the Worshipful Company of Stationers and
Newspaper Makers. At that gathering, both the Prince
and the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke with such a
liveliness of spirit as to belie the official description of the
event as a Livery dinner of the Guild.

The Archbishop indulged in the dream of exercising
the great powers (with little responsibilities) which once
belonged to his office. He saw himself with dictatorial
might and burning all heretical and seditious books,
burning the sermons and books of certain eminent
divines whose names, since this was a dream, he did not
think it advisable to disclose. He saw himself drawing
up a list of all the best sellers among books of the past
ten years, and burning them because of the offence of
lowering the standard of literature ; then proceeding to
the newspapers, drawing up another list and giving his
orders to burn the lot. He further envisaged the delight-
ful possibility of summoning to the Star Chamber all
editors, sub-editors and reporters who omitted to
report his speeches verbatim. " I would ordain/* Dr.
Lang said, " that henceforth the Archbishop of Canter-
bury should be included in the existing list of those who
always enjoy verbatim reports, namely, the Prince of
Wales, the Prime Minister, General Smuts and Sir James
Barrie."

To a certain extent the Prince showed himself to be in
sympathy with the underlying idea of the Archbishop's
fantasy ; but he also reminded his audience of the
importance of preserving freedom in the expression of
opinion. Indeed, this address is especially interesting in
throwing light upon his independence of thought
and judgment. After some preliminary allusions, he
began by reminding the guests from foreign countries
that the Worshipful Company of which he was Master
had been founded early in the fifteenth century for the
protection of the manufacturers and vendors of books,